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The ethics of belief is an important issue in the study of epistemology. According 
to R.M.Chisholm, questions about the theory of knowledge may be reduced to 
questions about the ethics of belief, and on C.I.Lewis’ view, all of ethics might be said 
to presuppose the ethics of belief. Thus, it is significant to study on the ethics of 
belief. 
The purpose of this dissertation is to make a comprehensive, systematic research 
on the ethics of belief by using the method of analytic epistemology. To sum up, this 
dissertation elaborates many kinds of traditional and contemporary ethics of belief 
with the help of the moral (ethical) justification of belief as warp thread and the every 
stage of belief formation as latitude parallel. Therefore, it begins with the problem of 
“how is the ethics of ethics of belief possible”, and centers on “the Clifford/James 
debate”. Then, I elucidate the goal, the principle and the scope of belief inquiry so as 
to clarify the ethics of belief inquiry (establishment); and I elucidate the nature, the 
condition and the mechanism of belief justification so as to clarify the ethics of belief 
justification; and I elucidate the premise, the method and the meaning of belief 
fixation so as to clarify the ethics of belief fixation. These may be regarded as the 
main part of this dissertation which is studying on the normative ethics of belief. They 
aim at elaborating the norms and the rules of belief formation which a person should 
follow in order to make his belief inquiry (establishment), justification and fixation 
responsible, i.e., to make his belief morally (ethically) justified. Besides that, I also 
elucidate the notion, the extent and the source of belief virtue so as to clarify the 
ethics of belief virtue. That is to say, I elucidate what sort of belief virtue one should 
try to cultivate in order to form a belief virtuously. In other words, to make one’s 
belief morally (ethically) justified, what sort of belief virtue should he try to cultivate. 
And this may regard as the development part which this dissertation which is studying 
on the virtue ethics of belief. 
At the end of this dissertation, I show the primary conclusion that: The ethics of 
belief is possible because it is a kind of belief policy. And one’s belief is morally















and he has formed the belief by engaging in the doxastic action such as belief inquiry 
(establishment),belief justification and belief fixation following the requests of the 
proper belief policy. However, I think that here the evaluation of the appropriateness 
of the belief policy should vary with different sorts of doxastic responsibility 
(epistemic duty, moral duty or prudential duty), and with the ages and roles of the 
believer. At the same time, here the believer does not include those peoples who face a 
predicament of cultural isolation or cognitive deficiency. 
The dissertation is just a try to the systematic construction of the ethics of belief, 
and this is also the innovation of my dissertation. 
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